Summer 2020

Editors Corner
Jim Lobue
We are now publishing the newsletter on a limited
schedule when there is enough content. Please send
any contributions about your flying or building during
this trying time.
newsletter@eaa96.org

Upcoming Events
VMC Club
Thursday, 6 August, 7PM
See VMC Club news
in this issue for details.
Open to all pilots.
Virtual Board of Directors Meeting
Saturday, 08 August, 09:00
Virtual Chapter General Meeting
Saturday, 08 August, 11:00
Program TBD
Open to everyone.
See President’s Flyby article for
virtual meeting instructions.
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President’s Flyby
Rhon Williams

Pilots with airplanes are very fortunate. Even during a pandemic we can go visit our extended family (airplane), and the
airplane will not get COVID even if we do not wear a mask. I am also able to work on my airplane by myself without a
mask. Who would have thought that this is how we would define good fortune.
Given the guidance to avoid indoor gatherings, the EAA96 board decided to switch to online virtual meetings for both the
Board and General meetings. Although not ideal, the Board has been able to conduct its necessary business to keep your
chapter on track. Key items include the appointment of Peter Broen as Treasurer, the sale of the Onex kit to a good home
in Monterey, and a decision to hold the December holiday party in our hanger with catering.
The General meetings have included a variety of news, videos, and a very good presentation by our own Alvin Voigt. If
you would like to be included, please send an email to president@eaa96.org and I will send you the meeting invitation and
instructions each month. If you would be willing to give an online presentation or know of a good video, please let me
know.
The email president@eaa96.org is included on many lists, and in July I received a newsletter from the Central Valley
Aviation Association (KCHD). It included an article from Chuck Carson that I just had to share, see Chuck's Chat.

Ray Aviation Scholarship Report
Max Hromadka
My name is Max Hromadka and I just completed tenth grade at Mira Costa High School. I began flying with young eagles
two years ago and was recently awarded the Ray Aviation Scholarship last fall in order to help pay for the opportunity to
earn my private pilot’s license. I chose to attend flight school at Sling Pilot Academy and I have logged 20 hours, and just
soloed. One reason why I picked Sling was that their planes are very modern. Inside the cockpit I prefer their digital
displays rather than the dials normally found in a Cessna but at the same time I had to learn how to use a joystick instead
of a yoke.
My lessons began in January and I was flying two times a week after school. Then COVID-19 happened. My school went
distant learning, my track season was cancelled, and all of my flying lessons were cancelled as everyone went into
quarantine. It was unfortunate because with my track season cancelled and the ability to do school work whenever and
wherever I wanted, I could have flown even more. My parents were concerned that I would lose some of my skills with all
of the time spent away from a plane, but I felt that when I returned to flying, I would still be familiar with the plane. By late
May it looked like this crisis would continue and we asked our instructor if he was willing to come back. Luckily he agreed
knowing that we all can’t stay home forever. When I returned my instructor said that my flying was the same as before the
break and that I was on track to solo.
Since returning to flying after the quarantine break, I have been flying three times a week as it was easier to fly with no
school in the way. After about two weeks of flying, my instructor said I was ready to solo. I was glad that he felt I was
ready to solo but I strangely felt the solo flight was no different from any other flight. Even though there was no one else
in the plane to help me, I was confident in my training, and knew to focus and just fly. I was glad to reach this first goal of
flying and I’m most looking forward to flying cross country and hopefully to meet my grandparents for lunch in San Luis
Obispo.

Chapter 96
1017 W Alondra Blvd.
Compton CA 90220-3529
The EAA Chapter 96 VMC club has been offering an excellent opportunity for pilots who want to share
experiences and learn from others in various flight situations. The VMC club opportunities are open to
all pilots who want to improve their proficiency, gain local knowledge about air space, TFR information,
and participate in topics that are relative to current flying conditions in our area. This resource is
supported through EAA’s VMC Club. We will use real-world scenarios that our group members suggest
and contribute from their experiences as well as EAA National resources. We try to open each meeting
with the question for the month that is supplied by the EAA National VMC Coordinator and then
proceed to our monthly published topic with photos or a quick 5 - 10 minute video supplied by EAA
national for the purpose of open discussion on the video subject matter.
Normally, the meetings meet on the 1st Thursday of every month at 7:00pm in the Chapter 96
Conference room at the hanger and we restrict the length of the meetings to 1 hour. Due to the Covid
19 virus pandemic we request that you bring a mask to the meeting to wear if we can not maintain
physical separation. We will send out the link details prior to the meeting. Please contact either Keith
or Rich if you would like to be included on the e-mail thread for the notification and link. These meetings
are free and we encourage participants to share the link with other interested pilots or friends. A
schedule of these meetings is posted on the chapter web site and will be posted on the hanger bulletin
board. For more information, you may contact the VMC coordinators, Richard Schleicher at 310-9365055 or Keith Spreuer at 310-649-5289 or send an e-mail to chapter96VMC@gmail.com . (Please note
the new email address)

VMC Club Meeting Schedule
Aug 06, 2020

Topic:

Engine s-s-stutter

Sept 3, 2020

Topic:

Frequency use and communications

Oct 1, 2020

Topic:

ADSB and flights of multiple aircraft

EAA Chapter 96 is on Facebook! "Like" our page at https://www.facebook.com/EaaChapter96
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